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The LongPath 


I've been absent for the past two weeks on @ 
vacation up north. Last week | went to a SO-year 
college reunion. While there | stood in front of the: 
door to the engineering building, and noticed six 
gargoyles set into the concrete walls. This photo 
shows one of them, a student clutching an appa: 
ratus while tapping on a Morse key and wearing 
‘@ headphone set. Even though the building was 
constructed in 1931, | think that gargoyle looks a 
lot like me, don’t you! 


need to stand on my soap box for a couple of 
ongoing issues where we need members to step 
Up: Presentations and Banquet ticket sales. Tom 
Duncan did a terrific talk on the history of SSB 
last month. We should demand great presenta 
tions like this every month, but we need mem: 
bers to step up and do it. There is no shortage of 
subjects in this hobby, and virtually every mem: 
ber among us is capable of doing what Tom did. 1 
wish | had time to talk to each of you individually 
regarding this subject at the meeting, but Ill try. 
We keep tapping the same folks over and over, 
but we shouldn't do that. if anyone is interested, 
but hesitant, I'l be glad to help you develop your 
subject. If you are about to be a firsttime pre 
senter, let me assure you this will be a memora: 
bile event for you, one that you should enjoy. 


Our hamfest banquet ticket sales are open, 
bout our time is short now. We'll be spiffing up our 


‘Our Sun is the ultimate driver of space weath 
ef. This current solar cycle 24 has exhibited 
some of the lowest levels of solar activity in 
many decades, as well as producing some sur- 
prisingly large solar events and communication 
outages. We are just now approaching solar 
minimum and can expect low solar fluxes to 
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website (and the hamfest.org website as well) to 
show photos, maps, the grand prize, and intro- 
duction to our speaker, Joel Hartison, WSZN. 
For sure Ill need to deputize few of you as 
executive ticket agents. We really do need vol 
Unters: to dig up door prizes, to sign guests in 
land gather tickets. Most of our tickets are sell 
ing via PayPal this time, so we won't be mailing 
out tickets. If we pass yours out at the door, you 
won't have to worry about losing it (as | some- 
times have). 


| had one great time at the Hamvention again! 
Started a bunch of new projects with parts from 
Dayton. Bought a Flex Maestro, so | may have a 
ew presentation on remote operation for DX 
and contests - operating my tower and amp 
from my hotel room in Chicago, for instance. 


73 de Bob, K8KI 
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Attendance 


Members 24 & guests 3 


Meeting minutes 


Bob called the meeting to order at 
6:33pm. He polled those present to 
‘see who is headed for Dayton, 


The club voted and welcomed new 
members: 


Jim Clifford NKV3 
Jon Benignus KAKLB 


and “renewed” member Ray Smith 
ABAJI. Chris told the group about hav- 
ing @ pleasant phone conversation 
with Ray, who along with his wife look 
forward to attending the DX banquet 
this year. Chris mentioned that he first 
met Ray at Field Day in the late 90's 
‘and the Ray gave him his first HF oper- 
ating opportunity at the 20 meter SSB 
Field Day Station. 


I've been straightening the shack a 
bit. (Ido it every three or four decades 
Whether it needs it or not). 1 came 
across several old NADXC rosters from 
the days before the internet when we 
handed out printed copies. 


There were 117 members in Decem- 
ber, 1991, not counting honorary mem- 
bers Romeo Stepanenko, UBSIRR, and 
Ron Wright, ZILAMO, 


Of the 117, 27 are known dead and I 
could find no calls associated with an 
additional 24. 


Although some of the Alabama mem- 
bers were from as far away as Birming- 
ham, it is interesting that four were 
from KY, seven were from GA, 20 were 
from TN, and one was from NC. 


‘The price for the banquet tickets this 
year is the same as last year, $38 
each. The banquet will be held Satur- 
day, August 17 at Springhill Suites. 
Two tickets were sold at the meeting. 
‘Two were sold to Ray Smith prior to the 
meeting. The website would be updat- 
ed to allow for online purchase. 


Financial Report 


Bank balance was $9842.84 as of 
April 30. 


Bob KK! announced that former 
ARRL president and contester Joel Har- 
rison, WSZN will be the DX banquet 
‘speaker this year. 


Tom Duncan commented that the 
hamfest forums are filing up. Mark 
Brown reported on the networking be- 
‘tween Dayton, Orlando and the Hunts 
ville Hamfests. All three will be in Day- 
ton together. This is a positive for all as 


Of course the sunspots were at a 
peak for that period. The mean sun- 
spot number hit a little over 200 at the 
time, whilst we barely broke 100 on 
this last cycle! 


continue for several years. This talk 
provides an overview of solar activity, 
space weather, and effects that ad- 
versely and sometimes beneficially 
impact radio propagation. An under- 
standing of space weather and careful 
planning can offer exciting opportuni- 
ties to maximize DX success. 


Get to Newk’s at 6:00 pm for din- 
ner, business meeting at 6:30, and 


it provides opportunities to learn from 
each other and improve each Ham- 
fest. Mark and Kelley will staff the 
booth at Dayton representing Hunts: 
ville Hamfest. This years’ Huntsville 
Hamfest promises to be bigger, better 
and friendlier. 


Stephen Smith, KY4G updated the 
club on the restructuring of the ARRL 
bureau fees to lower costs. It now 
costs 3 $1.50 an ounce for the bu- 
eau. Stephen will be glad to take any 
cards and mail them through the club 
tohelp keep the costs down. 


Stephen also announced that he 
had updated the DX counts on the 
website. 


The meeting was adjourned at 6:53 
pm. Tom Duncan, KG4CUY presented 
the program: Single Sideband, the 
formative years. 


(Our next meeting is scheduled for 
June 11%, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 
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GACW WWSA CW DX Contest, (CW), 80- 
10 meters 


June 8, 15002 to June 9, 15002 
Exchange: RST, CQ zone 

‘See page 86, June QST and 
wan. wwsatest org 


Asia-Pacific Sprint, (SSB), 20-15 meters 
June 8, 11002 to June 8, 13002 


Exchange: RS, Serial # 


See page 86, June QST and 
www jsfe.org/ apsprint/aprule.txt 


Portugal Day Contest, (SS8/CW), 80-10 
meters. 


June 8, 12002 to June 8, 12002 


Exchange: RS(T) and Serial or dis- 
trict code 


‘See page 86, June QST, and 
http://www.rep.pt/ 
portugal_day_contest 


All Asian DX Contest (CW), 160-10M 
June 15, 00002 to June 16, 23592 


So, | think it was about 1964. We 
had been on vacation visiting Acadia 
National Park in Maine and MIT as @ 
candidate for my college (I failed to get, 
2 scholarship, so that was out). Mom 
was enamored of the brand new NASA 
‘at Huntsville and hoped | might ulti- 
mately get a job as a racket scientist 
there so we swung through northern 
Alabama on our way back to Murray, 
ky. 

As it turned out, | wound up being @ 
rocket scientist with the Army in Hunts- 
ville instead of NASA, but that's anoth- 
er story. 


‘Anyway, Mom had seen an article in 
the National Geographic about the new 
National Monument (Russell Cave}, 
land we were going to see it on our way 
to Huntsville. 


Exchange: RST & age; YLs send 00 
See page 86, June QST and 
www iarLorg/English 
‘Stew Perry Topband Challenge (CW), 
160 meters 
June 15, 15002 to June 16, 15002 


:? 


Exchange: 4-character grid square 


See page 86, June QST and htio:// 
wuw.knnet/stew 


IARU HF World Championships (SSB/ 
(CW), 160-10M 
July 13, 12002 to July 14, 12002 


Exchange: RS(T) plus ITU zone; 
IARU HQ sins send HQ abbrev. 


See htto://www.arrlorg/iaru-ht. 
‘championship 
OTHER: 


Ukrainian DX Classic DIGI Contest, 
12002, Jun 22 to 11597, Jun 23 


But, when we got to Bridgeport, we 
couldn't find any signs directing us to 
Russell Cave! 


We finally saw a guy sitting on his 
porch and my Dad said “go ask him 
how to find Russell Cave". So | went up 
and asked the guy and wonder of won- 
ders he knew what | was asking! 


"Go up to (road | don’t remember), 
take a left and go up to (road | don't 
remember), take another left and go to 
Oscar Ridley’s mail box." "Take anath- 
er left and follow that road to Russell 
cave.” 


Well, that was not a road after Oscar 
Ridley's mail box! It was a dirt trail 
Which required fording a creek. Since 
we were pulling a 15 ft travel trailer, 
that had me out of the car checking the 
situation before we proceeded. Any- 


His Mal. King of Spain Contest, SSB, 
12002, Jun 2 to 12002, Jun 23 

Marconi Memorial HF Contest (CW), 
14002 July 6 ~ 14002, July7 


Dates & times often change or are mis- 
printed in the journals; beware. 


Chuck, NANM 


way, Daddy persisted and we ultimately 
came to a rather ramshackle farm 
house with piles of new lumber stacked 
‘around. Oscar was on the roof, putting 
‘a new roof on the house. 


Still no sign of Russell Cave. When 
‘asked Oscar said "Oh yeah, follow that 
‘cow path past the barn down into the 
hollow and you'll see the cave". So, we 
did, only to find a chain link barricade 
across the mouth of the cave with 
warnings to keep out! 


So much for my first visit to Russell 
Cave! 


73, 
Johnny, KRAF 
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